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Welcome to the 2025 Early Career Symposium. 
This annual event highlights the outstanding work of our trainees and
early-stage investigators, while fostering collaboration across the full
spectrum of cardiovascular and metabolic research.
We thank you for joining us and for supporting the next generation of
researchers.
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Symposium Program  & Logistics

2:00–4:30 PM — Poster Presenters Setup (Room 1030, Malachowsky High Bay
Robotics Lab)

4:30–4:45 PM — All Attendees Check-in-pick up badges
 (Room 7200)

4:45–4:50 PM — Opening Remarks (CICMD Leadership)

4:50–5:30 PM — Oral Presentation Session 
(3 speakers, ≈12 min each, including Q&A)

5:30–5:45 PM — Group Photo & Transition to Posters

5:45–6:45/7 PM — Poster Session, Food & Refreshments (High Bay Room 1030 &
Courtyard)

6:45–7:00 PM — Networking While Judges Meet

7:00–7:15 PM — Awards
 
7:30 PM - Adjourn

 



Oral Presentations

Lecsy Gonzalez 
PhD student in the Department of  Clinical and Health Psychology
at  the University of Florida 
Oral Presentation Title:
 Blame and Bias in Training: Public Health Student Perceptions of
Obesity and Nicotine Dependence

Filipe Alex Da Silva, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Associate in the Department of Pharmacology –
Therapeutics at the University of Florida

Oral Presentation Title:
TREM2 Drives Immune and Neuroinflammatory Remodeling in
Pulmonary Hypertension

Chien-Yu Tseng
PhD student in the Department of Pharmaceutical Outcomes and
Policy at the University of Florida

Oral Presentation Title:
High Throughput Screening for GLP-1 RA-Induced Prescribing
Cascades among Older Adults with and without Obstructive Sleep
Apnea
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Basic Science Poster Presentations

Alexandria Juffre Sex-specific role for the circadian clock protein PER1 in the regulation of
renal endothelin-1 in Dahl salt-sensitive rats

Poster Title

Ashley Darakjian Adipose Stem Cells Mitigate Viral Myocarditis

Cormac Davis
Tracking Resident and Infiltrating Macrophage Populations in
Coxsackievirus B3 Myocarditis Utilizing CX3CR1/GFP CCR2/RFP Dual
Reporter Mice.

Filipe da Silva
TREM2 Drives Immune and Neuroinflammatory Remodeling in
Pulmonary Hypertension

Jacob Ricci Expression of NLRP3 inflammasome components in Coxsackievirus B3
Myocarditis is dependent on Sex Hormones and Sex Chromosomes 

Jinying (Clary)
Yang

The Sensing Of Iron Status During Adipogenesis  And  Its  Effects on
Adipocyte  Metabolism

Katherine 
Gegoutchadze

Vitamin D Binding Protein: Novel Innate Immune Therapeutic Target for
Viral Myocarditis

Sophia
Eikenberry

Loss of the clock protein PERIOD1 in salt-sensitive hypertension
activates tissue-specific Angiotensinogen signaling in male rats

Tanmay Arekar Hepcidin enforces nutritional immunity and resistance to Candida auris
infection

Poster Number 
 & Presenter

Fahim 
Rejanur Tasin

Identifying Genetic Risk Factors of Vascular Calcification 
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Clinical Research Poster Presentations

Poster Title

Francesca Wilkins
Correlates of healthcare patient’s interest in and use of “alternative”
approaches and medication to weight loss

Jamie Zeldman 
A Qualitative Study Exploring Fathers' Preferences for Digital Resources on
Child Feeding to Prevent Early Childhood Obesity in Home Visiting
Programs

Kate Worwag  Food decision-making improves after a behavioral weight loss
intervention

Lecsy Gonzalez
Blame and Bias in Training: Public Health Student Perceptions of
Obesity and Nicotine Dependence

Poster Number 
 & Presenter
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Population Research Poster Presentations

Poster Title

Asinamai Medugu Ndai
Magnitude and Patterns of Potential Diuretic Prescribing
Cascades after Calcium Channel Blocker Initiation in Medicare
Beneficiaries with and without Congestive Heart Failure

Chien-Yu Tseng
High Throughput Screening for GLP-1 RA-Induced Prescribing
Cascades among Older Adults with and without Obstructive
Sleep Apnea

Fatemeh Mehrabi
Impact of Pre-Existing Cardiovascular Disease on Medical
Cannabis Prescribing Patterns among Florida Medicaid
Beneficiaries

Kayla Smith
Trends in Telehealth uptake in patients with hypertension pre
and post COVID-19 

Marwa Tantawy

Genome-Wide Association Study Identifies Genetic Variants
Associated with Cardiovascular Adverse Events in Breast Cancer
Patients Treated with Aromatase Inhibitors: All of Us Study

Mona Alshahawey
Statin-Associated Muscle Symptoms in Participants with
Cardiovascular disease: Insights from the All of Us Research
Program

Munaza Riaz
Risk of Metabolic Associated Fatty Liver Disease (MAFLD) in
Patients with Narcolepsy: A Cohort Study

Ngoc Thuy Tram
Nguyen

Initial Antihypertensive Therapy for UFHealth Patients in the
First Year of Hypertension Diagnosis

Rylie Flohr
Leveraging Multi-Omics Studies for Therapeutic Target
Identification in Heart Failure with Preserved Ejection Fractio

Shreya Dhungana
Pharmacovigilance Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices among
Health Care Professionals in Nepal: A Systematic Review

Shu Niu

Incidence and Risk Factors of Cardiovascular Adverse Events in
Cancer Patients Receiving Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: A
Medicare Claims based Cohort Study

Yi-Jou Chou
Utilization of Statins and other Lipid-Modifying Agents during
pregnancy in the US, 2005-2022

Poster Number 
 & Presenter



U1

U2

U3

U4

Pulmonary Hypertension Disrupts Inhibitory
Synapse Integrity and Engages Synapse-Specific
Microglial Remodeling in the Paraventricular
Nucleus of the Hypothalamus

 Undergraduate Research
Poster Presentations

Poster Title

Bryanna Broderick Sex Differences in Circadian Genes

Priya Tomerlin Receptor Activity Post-Coxsackievirus B3 Infection
During Acute Myocarditis

Rachel Lee
Time Restricted Feeding Does Not Alter Cortical
Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 in Male Adult Mice

Sultan Khanfar

Poster Number 
 & Presenter
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